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One vision. One voice.





Business body’s ready for a ‘fight’ – Sunshine Coast Daily
Tuesday February 23rd 2010

The Sunshine Coast Business Council has been running for about half a decade, but you probably haven’t heard too much about them.

The group represents the Coast’s top industries, from real estate and property development, to manufacturing and tourism.

Its goal is to cover all businesses in the region and fight the good fight on their behalf.


However, until now, the group has fought its battles behind closed doors and has been largely media shy as it lobbied for less red tape and consulted with the Sunshine Coast council and Queensland Government on how best to work for our businesses.

With now outgoing chair Maurie Hill resigning from the post and Telstra Countrywide Sunshine Coast general Manager Jason Law stepping up from his deputy post to acting chair, it appears the group will be pushing for more support for their battles and potentially upping its already impressive membership line-up.

“We have done a lot of things behind the scenes and behind closed doors, but the time has now come for an active and public approach,” Mr Law said.

“If (the Sunshine Coast) doesn’t start to stand up, we’ll be left behind.

SCBC has 14 members, but that includes Real Estate Institute of Queensland and Queensland Master Builders Association – “representative groups” that easily stretch into the hundreds.

Mr Law said SCBC was looking to find out about and work against “issues that affect all of us”.

“One of those is jobs, but not just jobs for jobs’ sake,” he said.

“The sustainability of jobs is a key issue for the Coast and there’s so many like minded people that there’s a need to aggregate that thinking.

We all have vested interests, but we’re trying to weed them out so we might go into bat for an industry even if there are only two industries affected.

“So if the industry was transport, a retailer might say, ‘I’m a retailer so that could affect us’.

He said the group would work alongside the Coast’s chambers of commerce and create “strategic alliances” that would strengthen the region’s business lobby.
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