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One vision. One voice.




INFORMATION SHEET No. 1

BACKGROUND

Sunshine Coast Business Council (SCBC) was established in 2004 as an advocate for business on the Sunshine Coast.  At that time, business leaders recognised that the business community’s voice was not being heard and that the unique and diverse nature of this business community had unfortunately resulted in largely ineffectual lobbying.

Its activities have largely been carried out behind the scenes and SCBC’s membership has been content with its discreet “quiet achiever” profile. However, recent history has demonstrated that now, more than ever, our region’s business community needs a louder voice.

While affirming it’s ‘One Vision, One Voice’ approach to regional business representation, SCBC is now engaging at a higher and more visible level.

ROLE

SCBC’s role is to drive the advancement of regional business growth and prosperity by engaging with governments, industry and business. Through its leadership and advocacy it ensures an inclusive, cohesive and comprehensive business sector view is presented at forums and to prospective business, regardless of geography. 

COOPERATIVE ADVOCACY APPROACH

SCBC works closely with individual businesses and industry groups, including local Chambers of Commerce. It is apolitical and represented by a Board of local business people. Jason Law, the newly appointed Chair (and General Manager of Telstra Country Wide), believes SCBC can better fulfil its role with more direct participation from business. SCBC is inviting any large or small business interested in contributing to the ‘voice’ of regional business to do so by joining SCBC now.

SCBC’S KEY AIMS IN SUPPORTING BUSINESS 

· To advocate an ‘open for business’ environment; 
· To provide an effective forum for discussion and resolution of regional issues confronting business;

· To support and facilitate the development and growth of business; and

· To work constructively and effectively with governments and other key regional stakeholders in the interest of a vibrant business community.

REGIONAL FOCUS

The Sunshine Coast is a unique region known not only for its coastal beaches, but also for its diverse range of geological and topographical features. It has many diverse coastal and rural communities each offering a distinct lifestyle. Within these communities there are equally diverse small businesses. Whilst 85% of the region’s businesses employ fewer than 5 people, small business contributes greater than 50% of all employment in the region, making this one of the largest small business regions in Australia.
 

The Sunshine Coast Regional Council is proposing a population approaching 500,000 people by 2031 and the creation of 90,000 – 115,000 new jobs in this period. SCBC participation in planning and achieving those new jobs will to be critical.

SCBC has identified the key industry sectors likely to be the primary job creation engines for the future and is working with Council to establish realistic job growth targets in these industry sectors.  This work will help to shape and support the projected population growth and contribute to the long term development of thriving communities.  See www.scbusinesscouncil.com.au for more details.

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

The work of SCBC is not always visible to the broader business community.  Below are a few of the activities we have been involved in:

· Providing a pro business response to the Sunshine Coast Regional Council Draft Economic Development Strategy 2009 -2014.

· Participating in two key local government initiatives on job growth and infrastructure development.

· Working with University of the Sunshine Coast to establish an Info Bank for business access to major research reports on business and economy.

· Continuing to play a leadership role in the Sunshine Coast Economic Development Compact Group whose function is to coordinate implementation of strategic projects to drive economic development.

WE NEED YOUR INVOLVEMENT

Despite the marvellous lifestyle benefits our region offers, too many of our communities are experiencing unemployment rates above the national average. As leaders in this diverse business environment our challenge is to ensure this community thrives, now and in the future. We need to speak as one strong, cohesive voice, representing and driving benefits for all business sectors on the Sunshine Coast.  We can do this with your support.  
MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

There are two categories of membership:

1. Business Membership:  

· Open to any business operating in the Sunshine Coast region.

· Annual Membership Fees:
· $1,500 for business with  > 100 employees ; or

· $500 for businesses with < 100 employees.

2. Industry Membership
· Open to any representative industry group operating in the Sunshine Coast region.

· Annual Membership Fee is $500.

See www.scbusinesscouncil.com.au for membership benefits.

TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST IN JOINING SCBC OR TO CONTACT US

Mail:
Sunshine Coast Business Council


PO Box 1312


Maroochydore Qld 4558

Phone:

Fax:
07 5451 1429
Email:
Info@scbusinesscouncil.com.au
Website:
www.scbusinesscouncil.com.au
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